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dent. A man as handsome avS Harding, as vain of
his literary style as he is, has an ego that is not
capable of total self-effacement. He will bow to
impersonal authority like that of the party, or
invoke the anonymous govei nance of * ' best minds/'
calling rather often on God as a well established
authority, but he will not let authority be personal
and be called Daugheity, or Lodge or Knox or
whomever you will.

The President's attitude is rather like that of the
average man during the campaign* If you said to a
voter on a Pullman, "Mr. Harding is a man of
small public experience, not known by any large
political accomplishment," ho would always an-
swer optimistically, "Well, they will see to it that
he makes good.f' Asked who '' They' * were he was
always vague and elusive, gods on the mountain
perhaps. There is an American religion, the aver-
age man's faith: it is "Them." "They" are the
fountain of authority.

As Mr. Harding knew little competition in
Marion so he has known little competition in public
life which in this country is not genuinely com-
petitive. Mr. Lloyd George is at the head of the
British government because he is the greatest
master of the House of Commons in a generation